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The Chatham Committee for the Disabled is comprised of members with disabilities and others
who have current or deceased family members with disabilities Our goal is to increase
community awareness and provide assistance to individuals with disabilities.

Each year we recognize and present a Certificate of Merit to someone who has enabled
individuals with a disability to maintain or improve their independence. The 2008 recipient was
our Police Chief, Mark Pawlina.

Past accomplishments of the Committee have included the addition of a handicap accessible
entrance ramp to the Chamber of Commerce information booth, The Committee also worked
with the Community Development Department to adjust on street parking setbacks near
crosswalks in order to improve safety. Currently, we are working on a brochure to be available
next summer that will provide a listing of handicap accessible businesses and facilities around
Chatham. Committee members have also undergone training and are now participating in the
Community Access Monitor Program. Through this program, Committee members are working
with local businesses to improve accessibility to their establishments as part of their annual
liguor license renewals. The Committee is working on a report of its findings which we plan on
presenting to the Selectmen upon completion.

The Committee now has a web page on the Town’s website. Meeting minutes are now posted
as well as links to ADA related information and services.

The Committee is currently looking for volunteers to fill two vacancies. The vacancies are open
to anyone interested in joining the Committee regardless of whether or not they have a
disability. (Note: MGL Chapter 40: Section 8J Disability Commission; powers and duties; members;
terms, states ... a majority of said commission members shall consist of people with disabilities, one
member shall be a member of the immediate family of a person with a disability...

Most importantly, we would like to remind everyone to treat the handicapped with respect,
they, like you, value their independence.

Mary Mikita,
Chairman



