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MINUTES  January 12, 2011

4:00 PM Work Session & Continued Hearings

Conference Room  A   549 Main Street

Present: Chair DeeDee Holt, Carol Scott, John Geiger, Bob Lear, Associate Stephen Kuzma, Conservation Agent Kristin Andres, Assistant Conservation Agent Lara Slifka and Secretary Mary Fougere. 
Absent: Commissioners Paul Chamberlin and Billie Bates
52 Oyster Bluff, Oyster Bluff Nominee Trust, SE 10-2695: The hearing was re-opened for a Notice of Intent (NOI) for the proposed removal of 5 non-native pines at 52 Oyster Bluff. The Commission was in receipt of a Work Narrative & Performance Standards Narrative (stamped “Received Jan 11, 2011 Town of Chatham Conservation”).  It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to continue the hearing, at the Applicant’s Request, to January 19, 2011.  
154 Champlain Road, Robert Mahoney, SE 10- 2688: The hearing was re-opened for an NOI for the proposed removal of four trees for view enhancement; proposed mitigation plantings of 8 trees, 20 shrubs and proposed removal of privet hedge at 154 Champlain Road. Several of the Commissioners had revisited the site prior to the meeting. 

Representative:  William Litchfield, Esq.
Documents for review: 

· Report dated January 4, 2011, from The Tree Wizard, Jason Ford

Mr. Litchfield stated that the Commission had requested a report from an arborist regarding the appropriateness of the space for the amount of cedar trees and shrubs proposed as mitigation. The report actually stressed the planting of smaller cedar trees rather than the 6’ foot ones offered by the applicant. The Chair stated that this proposal was consistent with the guidelines from the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension. She also asked if the Commission was to require nothing less than 6-ft trees, would the applicant consider extending the mitigation area further north to include an existing cedar in the grove that will be planted. Mr Litchfield re-iterated that the arborist had specified 4’-5’ trees, his original proposal was to install 6’-8’ ft trees
Commissioner Geiger stated that other plant specialists have spoken to the Commission in the past regarding the survivability of plantings, considering size, time of year for planting and all the other variables that must be considered. The health and survival of trees is the goal on this site, the installation of 5’-6’ size trees, oftentimes, has more to do with the plants ability to adapt and mature.  

Commissioner Scott expressed that her concern at the last meeting was not so much size of the plantings but whether the space was adequate for the selected species to grow and mature to form a well established grove and whether the mitigation planting area should be expanded. Mr Litchfield stated that the Order could reflect that 8 trees of 6-ft height would be planted 8-10 ft apart; if that area had to be expanded to allow the planting, then the applicant would do that. There is an existing, healthy stand of bayberry is located to the north of the proposed grove.  

Commissioner Geiger felt that the Commission was satisfied with the 2:1 biomass mitigation proposal but stated that the removal of the 4 trees in the outer AURA has not been finalized. This project involves the removal of substantial trees for view enhancement only. Even though a  case could be made that the AURA will be enhanced because the existing stand of bayberry is well established. The applicant already has a spectacular view.  Mr Litchfield stated that there is a roadway separating the resource area from the yard which probably diminishes the value of the outer AURA already and there is a developed house lot that has been well utilized for many years.  Commissioner Geiger asked Mr. Litchfield if the applicant would be willing to restrict the 100-ft buffer from further work in perpetuity.  Mr Litchfield stated that his client would object to this condition, further he expressed that there was much more significant loss of habitat to the north of this property on the old Lacallaide property. He said it appeared that these 4 trees proposed for removal are being held “hostage” due to the major development of the Lacallaide property which is beyond the Commission's jurisdiction.   
It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to close the hearing with the stipulation that 6’ft trees be planted. 

101 Morris Island Rd, 101 Morris Is Rd LLC, SE 10-2612: A draft of Additional Special Conditions was written at the table. It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Clark Engineering LLC dated 12/11/09 revised 12/23/10 with attached sheet showing the driveway change. 
Ms Slifka asked if, as a condition,  the property owner would be willing to certify the Isolated Wetland on this property as a vernal pool. The Chatham Regulations presume the isolated wetland to be a vernal pool, the Commission asked the Agent to contact the owner of the property to see if he would be interested in certifying the wetland as a vernal pool. If certified, the vernal pool would be protected, as such, under the Wetlands Protection Act. It was not included as a condition of the Order. An Order of Conditions was signed

381 Pleasant Street, Peden, SE 10-2525: A draft of Special Conditions was reviewed. The plan of record was entitled “Conservation Planting Proposal”, unsigned and unstamped. It was moved, seconded and voted to approve the Amendment Request for pruning only as discussed at the hearing. An Order of Conditions was signed.      
37 Willow Bend, Fitzgerald, SE 10-2686: A draft of an Order of Conditions was reviewed. It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Eldredge Surveying & Engineering LLC site plan (prepared for the Fitzgeralds, clients of Streibert Associates) last revised 11/04/2010 for the addition removal of a garage, excavation for a foundation and the construction of a new addition onto an existing dwelling.  
The Commission did not make a determination whether the bank shown on the plan was an “Inland Bank”.  

An Order of Conditions was signed. 

255 Seapine Road, Coldrick: The removal of a storm damaged tree on the coastal bank was approved under an Administrative Review. Unanimous. 
Cedar Street Conservation Area Land Management Plan: Ms Slifka notified the abutters and met with the several abutters to Cedar St Conservation Land in August 2010 at the home of M/M Appleyard. After some discussion, those present agreed that the property could be improved, specifically through the removal of invasive species, particularly the porcelain berry and returning the area to a meadow habitat. Planting of fruit trees and native shrubs will be completed as well. There will be no parking on site; however there is parking available at the Oyster Pond beach area a short walk from this property. 
Subsequent to the meeting, Ms Slifka prepared an application for funding in order for the work to proceed and submitted the proposal to the CPC. 

The work would involve the following over a 3-yr time period;  

· Herbicide treatment about 4-weeks before removal is started
· Removal of privet, honeysuckle, porcelain berry, etc –debris to be burned or trucked off-site; for a short time, all habitat cover will be lost  

· Re-seeding of cleared area

· Planting of fruit trees around the perimeter     
During the work times, the area will be inaccessible to the public due to safety concerns while equipment is being used. 
The Commission asked Ms Slifka if the funds she requested was enough money to complete the work. Commissioners suggested adding an informational sign, possibly single rail fencing marking the boundaries of the property and trail maintenance if there were leftover monies or if there was opportunity to amend the financial request to the CPC before there was action on the application. 

The Commission would offer comment on the application to the CPC. 

Annual Report: The Commission reviewed the draft of the annual report, submitted by Chairperson DeeDee Holt. Minor revisions in wording were suggested; the Chair would make the changes, as discussed and submit the final report to the Selectmen.   
Request to Amend: The Commission reviewed a request by Oyster River Boatyard owners to see if additional wall re-construction at 82 Jericho Lane could be reviewed as an Amendment to the existing Order under CWP08-253N. 

The Commission agreed that the applicant could go forward with an Amendment Request.    
Adjourn: It was moved, seconded and voted to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Fougere, Secretary

