A Guide For Plants and Your Home

P a homeowner, therearea lot of

considerations to make in regard to landscaping:
What plant should 1 choose to have in ry yard?,
Where chould 1 plant them?, How do 1 plant them? But,
one of the most impn:-r‘lar‘d: conziderations that mig’nt

oftenbe owerdooked = A1 -:hn:u:ising LMYas e
plar‘ds or plar‘d: that are natveand beneficial

to the surmunding ECDE}"StETl‘L'-f"

¥WHAT 15 AN INVASTVE PLANT!

A invasive” plant, = am:-thvzrw::n_:r'd toranintraduced = pecies

that has become ar@f¥ifenmental weed pest, o, a plant that

grows aggressively, spreads, And dis places other plant.

Harraful tnvas tres overmin wﬂ.d;'.-a réas Where land haz been

disturbed. Invasives pec tes oubd arLpete S LJ.r‘lE].i.r‘lE' native

F-].a nt= ]:rl,r |

* FEPr'DdLJ.EI. g L large q uar‘ltltuzs

*+  tole r'atmgnlan'l,.r zaoil t:,.fpa and weather conditions

* =prea di.ng 2as ﬂ.‘l,.r and etheie nt]:l,.r, farb 230 nd the area of
trhal intrdduction, us u..é.]l'l,:r ]:-‘l,.r wirid, water, or arurnals

* gr'n:-wing ra |:-l -:1'|:l,.r, LA tLum 1;1_i5 pla cl gz slovrer gr'mﬂ.-i ng pla nt=

+ spreadingrampantlysince they have no natural enemies,

neither insect nar diseaze when found cutside thewr natve

ra I"lgE

¥YWHY 15 THIS IMTIMOKTANT TO KIE AS A HOMEOWMNERT
O perhaps more appropriately, why should 1avouid these
p].a fits, espec 'La]l'l,.r if ﬂ'lefr'e attrachweand gy well? Invasives
zhould be avoided in planting choice becaus e, while they
may beathractve to the eYe, 1:]*1:2:,.r are thr‘eatening oLk natwe
environments. They displace native plants and degrade
habitatfor native insects, birds, and arumals. 1 addition,
these plants canspread, &cape and cause lands cape

‘e 1 1° 11

hat Not to P

¥WHAT ARE SOME EXAMTLES OF THESE INVASITVE

Privet (Ligustrum valgarsl: 2= horeovwners we may not

a].wa'l,.fs zee the debﬂ.itating effects of this P].ant]:nzcaus-z ceeds
dare easﬂ.‘l,.r puu.ed up when YoUng or cut with the lavnrnower of
inthe lawn. But, az a pr'-:u].i.ﬁc pmducer’ of seed, which =
redistnbuted ]:n'l,.r]:uir'-:]s, this pla nt = = pr’ead tar fromits n:-r'igina].
area. Pnvetforms dens e, impenvztrab].e thickets that crowd out

TILOFE dEEi.r’E.b].E PLE.I‘T‘E E i.r'l'r"E.dES nat.:.r‘a].ar‘eas, i.l"lC].LJ.di.l"lg

stream edges, open woods, and roadsides making it important

to reduce and avord az a F-lanting chaolce.

Furole) brife Moytd licaria):
Thn:-ug’n an attrachwe = urnmer H.Dwering |:-1.a nt, -""
FPurple Loozestnfe = a hardy perennual which ‘T.-:‘::,
can rapidly degrade wetlands by ‘ ;*
outcornpebng and replacing native graszes, B e

= EI:].E'EEI and ntherﬂnwering p].ar‘d: that pmvide

a hig’ner‘ qua].it:,.r zource of nuttion for
wildlife. The hughly invas ive nature of the

Fnlant allow= (tto form denze strands that
restrict native wetland Fnla nt specles,
includlngsnme fe dnzr’a]l'l,.r enda ngnzr'ed speciﬁ !

Bush Honeysuckle (Lonicern ynaackiil Theze rapidly

: This tree 1=
another rapid]:l,.r g‘r'-:uwing, prn:-].iﬁc zeed Pr'n:-dun:-zr'that
estableh e iz elfin di=turbed sites where itshades out cther
|:|1.ar113 that need dir‘ectsunﬂg’nt.]t = wid-z].'l,.r spr'ead ]:u'l,.rbir'-:]s
and can Easﬂ.'l,.r adapttn Ay sites, inc].udingareas with

infertile sail

Black Locust (Robinia pxeudoncacial: 1ike other invasive

= pecies, theze trees spread and crowd outnative v-zgvztaﬁnn,
du:-ingsn via root suckers. Thvz'l,.r grow quitvz r‘apid]:l,.r and are
great pmducerz of nectarwhich may allow thernto
outcompete other specivzs for p-::].]iﬂatn:-rs :

Scofch Broown [Cyshizus scopariug): This plant grows so
dense that it 5 often inlpvznetra]:-].e and prewents the
establishment of native |:|1.ar113. It spreads b:,.r].ar'gvz F-mu:luctinn
of Lo ng].l'.nzd zeeds and elirmuinates Fu:nr'agvz zites for deer, ]:nzing
= Lightly toxic and typieally unpalatable to animals. tmake
reforestation ditficult and creates a high fire hazard.

Mulfiflora Koxe (Roza ynulfifloral: Thiz prolific shrub forms
denze, inlpenvzh'ab].vz thickets thatcrovwd and shade out
native spectes. Bach individual plantcan produce upto
500,000 seeds per year that remain viable for up to 20 years.

= preading cshrubse form den=ze stands that crowd and shade out The fruits are 5':'“51'11:5&”]:'}" birds and mammals, which

native specivzs. EEI.I"].}" leaf develo premnt 1= par‘li cu].ar’]:l,.r harmful
to spring wildflowers thatbloorn before native trees and
shrubs have leated out. The shrubs may compete with natve
honeyzuckles for pollinators, resultng in reduced seed

de'rvz].pment for native :Fnzcia.

then dispvzr‘; ethe seeds. Theezhrubz are hig’rﬂ.}r cnmpetitive
for zol nutrients and can lower crop }fie].ds LF 5 Lo L,Lnding

fields | which = wh'l,.f we wantto brmut thern from Sprea ding.

Look 1o the "What to Plant’ handowt for native
alir matives.
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Burning Bush (Buo alatus ):

Thiz buzh has the ability to brighten up anyone's day in the
fall with = bnlhantzeadet leaves, however, 1fs not the best
Landscaping chowéd Since buds disp-zn:ethe seeds of this
p].ant, it spr'eads extensi.»*e].:,.r from 1= n:-rigina]. planting
gr'n:-und. E umingbmh can form densze thickets,threate nir‘l.g
native pla ni= ]:u'l,.r cmwdingand shading. Otter” brel oy the
p].ant, ].'Lt-zra]l'l,.r htindred=s of = ee u:“.ing; cafibe found. Eur’ning
buzh shouldde avolded beta ugiut threatens a farlvzt:,r of
habifate sith ag%aneste; cods=al scrublands, fields and
prawies. In addigion, it conhnues to be used az an
ornammental, thus continung = spread into the

environmient

T £H {Ailant) T \:
This attractive and easily spread tree has the ability to
reproduce both by seeds and by sprouts allowing it to
quicl-ﬂ.:,.r dorunate disturbed areas. Ttz vz;’.h'mlvz]:l,.r tolerant of
poors ol condibons and has been known to grove even n
cernent cracks. 1t thrives 1n dsturbed forests or -zdgva:. Densze

thickets di= F-lace native spvzcivzs and can r'apid]:l,.r talke ower
fields and meadows.

Morway Maple (Acer platancides):
'I-"".-'idvz].'l,.r p].antvzd az an ornarmental tree, this ma.p].e ha=

seeded tnto roadsides | wetland Edges, and forests, and Tay
outcompete our native 5 ugar T"."]ap].e. Dense shade under =
canopy reduces :pvzcia af wildflowerz and other tree

seed].ing;.

lapanese Earﬁer‘r‘:,.rhas spr'ead from Fnlanﬁngs, Eking aver

pasture, wo odlands, and ].Edges. It forms tho e\ thickets 1n

young woodlands, preventing native herbaceous and shrub
growth, Although it provide food forwildlife, the damage it

does outwelghs the good.

hat Not to P

There are nary other plank that have l'l.:n Lecorne quite
provinent; inhabitating curwild spaces and taking cver
dizturbed areas. These plank are ako considered
invazive and problematic in Chatharn even though they
aren'ttop choices for planting and/or purchazing. Below
iz & List of sovne of theze other invasive plank thatyou
right covnmonty covne acrozs andshould be aware of:

Japanese Krnotweed (Felygonum cuspida tum)
Oriental Bitersvweet (Celastrus orbieulafus)
Garlie Mustard (Alliaria peticlata)

Commoen Reed (Fhragmites australis)

Yellow Tris (Iris poeudacorus)

Syeamere Maple (Acer preudeplata nus)
Porcelan berry (Ampelopsis brevipedunculata)

* *+ + + + » ¥

Fora complete Lot of harmful imvasive plants, contact

the Cornservation Offiee at:

261 George Ryder Reoad
Chatham, MA 02633
(S08) 94 5164
vy, chatham-ma. gov
Town Departmernts
Department of Health and Environment

Conzemation TvisLomn

For more Ldea s about some alternafives, look to our
other handeut: A Guide For Plants and ¥Your Home

{What To Plant) a s well as the following

orgaruzations and/or websites:

Tnvasive Plant Atlas of New England
rtvasives. eeb. uwconn.edu/ipane
Massachusetts Nursery and Landscape
Association
Wewy rirla. com
New England Wildflower Society
wirwy reewte. org
MNortheast Aquatic Nuisance Species Panel
wiwvwv rtortheastans. org
The Following e bsites:

W LIYAS LY S pecLesnfo. gov

Wk, IMa ss. gowd ervird mwre/ pdf

More_Thar_Just Yard pdf
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Have you ever wondered what kunds of
plant would be good for your yard or wantsome
alternative 1deas to those invasive plants thattendto
take over! Doyouhavea conservaton restrichon and
need more tnformaton aboutwhat you can P].ant?
Interezted 1n showeast Hg = oTe ofthe Ca pes= natural
p].ar'l.t Life, athra cl:ing natve wildlife and za '.-*'mg

money! H'_'l,.n:-ur' answer = yes, to any

¥YWHAT 15 A NATIVE PLANT?
Mative, or indigenous plants, are plants thathave evolved over

thousands of years ina parhcular region. They have adapted to
the geography, hydrology, and clirmate of that region. They occur
i1 corrunih es, mvzaning 'H".I.E‘lr" hawe evolved t-:ugeth-zr' with other
F-].a nts. A a result, a ED1‘|'I.1‘|'LL-I.r‘li.‘|::|." of native Plar‘ds pro wides habitat
fora '.rar'iet:,r of natve waldlifes pe-:ivzs.

¥WHY SHOULD 1USE NATIVE FLANTSS
Mative pla nt= prn:-‘rldvz a beauhful, har‘d‘l,.r, dra ug’nt resiztant, Loy

maintenance landscape while benefitng the environment. Once
etablished, they save time and money by eliminatng or
significantly reducing the need for fertilizers, peshaides, water and

lawn maintenance ¢ q uipn‘uz mt.

O the rest of tus pageyou will find some suggaﬁ-:uﬂs for pla nt=
that will offer more to the enwironment, and FOLU, ONCE you choose

to putthemin Fn].ai:vz ovEr any LHvas Lwe specia. For more

iformation on tnvasive s pvzclvzs p].easvz refer to:_A Guide for
Plants and YouwrHome (What Notto Plant) or contact the

Cons ervaton Office:
261 George Ryder Road
Chatharm, MAQ2633
(508) M5 5164
. chatham ™ma.goy
Town Departrients
Departrnent of Health and Environment

ﬂl"l'] H.Ill'

Problem Flant
Auturnn Olwve

[Ela eagnus urnbellata)

lapanese bar‘]:nzr‘r‘:,.r
Berbensz ﬂ'lumber'gﬂ:l

'I-"'.-'inged ELLO LTI
B umingEush:l
fEuu:-n‘l,.-mus alatus]

T"ur‘p].e Lacs =trife
ﬂ_'l,.-'l:hmm calicana)

N-:nr'wa'l,.r Mla Fn].e
(Bcer pl.a1a notdesz)

Alternatives

ChokeberrlAronia arbutifolia)
Miakpush crainberey (b Rrmam felobum)
Witch Alder (Fothe r'gﬂ.].a Ear'dvz FL)
]nl-;]:-er‘r‘:,.r Mlex E:La]:- ral

Winterberry (llex werticillata)

Bayberry (Nynca pensylvarnica) !
ng’nbush Eluebvzr‘r‘:,.r Mvacoinium n:n:-r').-m]:unsum S

Chokeb erry LAro tua arbubhfolia) ,
Highbush Cranbermy Viburnum tnlobum)
1Arginta Svedtspive ( ltea plrginics)
Winterberry (llex werticillata)

Ea‘l,.rbvz Fry [i'"."]'l,.fri fa pens ‘l,-l'.ra rica)l
Hi.g’nb uzh Bluebe Fry MWacouiuwr c n:-r'}-m]:- o L)
Chokeb erry [Arorua arbutifolia)

ng’rﬂ: uzh Cranb-zr'r':,.r Miburnur tnloburm)
Witch Alder (Fothe r'giua gar'dvz il
Surmrmersweet (Clethra alnifolia)

Beebalr M onarda didymal

SWELTrLF- Nlkoweed [.-e'usc].vzpias carnata)
Blue Guant Hyss op [Agastache foeruculurm)
loe pye Yeed [EHPE.tDr‘i.Hﬂ'L dubiurm)

FLA.FP].E Coneflower [Echinacea FILJ.FILA.FE.EI.]

Kod Maple ( Acer Rouprum)
Sugarilaple (Acersaccharum)

Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
White Cak (Quercus weluntina)
American Sycamord (Flataimes occhdemtalls)
Bastern cottorwood [FDPLI.].L-IS deltowds)

Aiterioan Syeairore
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ﬂl"l'] H.Ill'

Problem Plant

Frwet

[Ligu:h'um vu].ga re)

Buzh [Arur) H-:invz'l,.fs uckle

(Lorucera maacki)
M ultiflora Roze
(Roza rmultflora)

Black Locust

(Robirua pze udoacacial

Tree of Heawen
(&ila nthus altiss ra)

Scotch Broom

[C}-sﬁssm scc-par‘ius:l

Alternatives
Inkbery Holly (llex glabra)
Bayberry Myrica pensylvanical
Caroling Fhododendron
[ Hhododendron mimes pars.)

Servicebe Fry [Armelan chier spp.:l
Hn:-]l‘l,.r (Mex) deciduous SpPp-

Yiburnwm Vb wmur spp.:l

Climbing Trainte Kose (K oz sotigoral

Hawthorns (Crataegus sp.
Saszafras (Saszafras albidur)
Surmac (Rhusz zp.)

Burches (Betulazpp. ]

Ttk wine (Times rigidea)

Eaztern red cedar[JuannverE virginlniana:l

Box Elder (Acer nvzgu_ndn:l

Downy Serviceb erry (&rnelanchier arbareal

Bassafras (Sazsafra s albiduml

Ea‘l,.rber'r':,.r |]"'."1‘l,.rr'i.ca. PEFIS}"].‘:‘E.FI.i. 3
B each Flum Prunus maritt

vl ormon Tea I.'Eph-zdr'a 5 pp.:l

Cerrolfng R hododemdron

Clinbimg Frafrle Kose

For meore information abeout invaswve plants and why they
are harmful, look fo our cther handeout: A Guide For
T yeuw're

interested Ln more Ldea s for alternative plants look to the

'FC'].].C'WLFLE nrgarti_z.g.ﬂmts andfor websoites:

The United States National Arboretuom

WY LLOFEA. Lo da. gov

EarthlVorks af Boston

vrvey: earth worksbestonorg

Center for Plant Conservation

wwy, centerforplanteondervation. org

MNational Wildlife Federation
Py, Pt OTg
Moaur Yard - Mative Plant Guede)

Mational Parks Conservation Association

WY LR CAL D'I"g

The Following Organizations:
Mazea chusette Matural Herita ge Program
Mew England Betarical Club
Mazsachusetts Matfive Plants Committee

The Following e bsites:
hitp:/ wever. caes. state of. s/ SpecialFeatures/MNativeAltern

atives. pdf
htp/ weew. newts orgd conserve/ docs/imvali2 pdf



