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Remnants of Noel Keep Chatham Emergency Crews 
Busy During Stormy Weekend 

     There were no injuries reported during the recent stormy weekend that kept Chatham emergency crews 
busy.  Both the police and fire department were very busy answering numerous storm related calls for ser-
vice.  Many involved reports of felled trees, downed utility lines and power outages.  Although originally a 
hurricane, Noel was reclassified as a “coastal storm” prior to reaching the Cape and Islands area.  The Chat-
ham Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was staffed over the weekend and emergency personnel worked 
with utility crews to address storm related issues.  The Chatham Police Department responded to 86 storm 
related calls for service between Saturday Nov. 3rd and Monday Nov. 5th.  There were 13 areas of Chatham 
that experienced isolated power outages, some through Tuesday Nov. 6.  During the storm, Chatham EOC 
personnel arranged for the American Red Cross to be available should there be a need to open emergency 
shelters.  Through a coordinated effort between representatives of several town departments as well as 
close communication with utility companies, the impact to residents of Chatham was minimized. 
     The EOC is staffed when weather conditions are forecast or if weather conditions exist that present the 
likelihood of significant damage in our area.  Due to our unique location at the “elbow” of Cape Cod, we are 
especially vulnerable to the effects of storms and other weather events.  The EOC is only staffed during 
weather emergencies or other significant events that require our town government and emergency re-
sources to be coordinated from a centralized location.  To contact the EOC during these times, please call 
(508) 945-2625.  The EOC should not be contacted to report an emergency.  In an emergency, you should 
always call 911.  

Tip Of The Hat  

To Chatham’s Finest 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Cortese of Chatham 
wrote a letter to Chief of Police 

Mark Pawlina expressing their appre-
ciation of extra traffic control as well 
as the overall increased police pres-
ence in the South Chatham area on 

the night of the fireworks celebrating 
the annual Harwich Cranberry  

Festival. 

November 12, 2007 

     Beginning in November, the Chatham Police Depart-
ment will be offering monthly “Community Crime Preven-
tion” forums.  These forums will cover various topics re-
lated to crime prevention and crime awareness.   There are 
several topics planned for discussion and we welcome input 
from our community for additional topics that may be of 
interest.  If you have a suggestion for a topic to be dis-

cussed, please contact Ofc. William Massey. 
In anticipation of the holiday season, the first 
community crime prevention forum will ad-
dress the problem of identity theft.  Identity 
theft is the fastest growing crime in the 
United States today and costs an estimated 
$40 Billion annually.  It is estimated that 28% 
of people who experience identity theft never 

fully recover financially, even after over a year of attempting 
to repair their credit rating. 
     Attendees at this crime prevention forum can expect to 
learn what identity theft is, how people get victimized, what 
is being done to address it and how you can take precau-
tions to avoid being the victim of identity theft. 
     All community crime prevention forums will be held at 
the Chatham Community Center on Main St.  The first fo-
rum (Identity Theft) will be held on Monday November 19, 
2007 at 7:00 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.  Seating 
may be limited so please call ahead to reserve a seat. 

Community Crime Prevention Forums Planned 

Contacting Ofc. Massey: (508) 945-1213 or wmassey@chatham-ma.gov 

“Protecting and serving our 
community through  

professionalism, customer  
service, and teamwork.” 

From the Chief’s Office… 
 

Chief Pawlina Appoints The 
“Community Resource Officer” 

 

Hello To All, 
Now that Fall has descended upon 
us, and the new school year has 
begun, this is a perfect opportunity 
for me to introduce our new Com-
munity Resource Officer. Officer 
William Massey, known as “Officer 
Bill”, has been appointed to be our 
point person in the community to 
provide in depth crime prevention 
seminars, direct assistance to the 
schools, and shore up partnerships 
with our youth, our seniors and our 
business community.  I am very 
pleased to be able to provide this 
additional service to the residents 
and businesses of Chatham.  

 
Officer Massey is very knowledge-
able and displays a great ability to 
work with all citizens.  Along with 
this new responsibility, he also pro-
vides patrol coverage, and has patrol 
investigator status.  This appoint-
ment is part of our overall strategic 
plan to provide Chatham with the 
finest in community oriented polic-
ing services. Good luck Bill! 

Mark R. Pawlina, Chief of Police        

     In celebration of the GRAND OPENING 
of the Community Center on Main St., mem-
bers of the police and fire department will 
square off in a friendly game of basketball.  
The grand opening is scheduled for the week-
end of December 8th and 9th with the bas-
ketball game being held on Saturday the 8th 
at 11a.m.  To supplement the police depart-
ment and fire department teams, members of 
the community are invited to participate in 
what is sure to be an exciting day of friendly 
competition. 

In past years, the fire department has 
emerged victorious in many PD/FD 
basketball encounters but members 

of the police department are confident that a 
new venue may prove to be their good luck 
charm. 
     No matter which team you choose to 
support, everyone is sure to have a great 
time as we celebrate the grand opening of 
our new community center.  To find out 
about other events planned for grand opening 
weekend, please contact the Chatham Com-
munity Center. 

Chatham Police Dept. vs. Chatham Fire Dept. 

Team Members Wanted! 

Chatham Community Center 

702 Main St. 

(508) 945-5175 



Got an unused cell phone at home? 

Long Distance Community Policing 

Over Columbus Day weekend, a group from Chatham traveled to the gulf coast region of the U.S. for a Hurricane Katrina relief 
project.  Officer William Massey, Chatham Police Department’s Community Resource Officer, accompanied the group as one 

of five adult chaperones.  The group traveled to Mississippi and Louisiana where they worked in four different locations.  In Bay 
St. Louis, MS they partnered with a relief organization “Mission On the Bay” to work in a neighborhood that had been all but 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  Clearing a lot where a house once stood, the group spent a day and a half “mucking” and 

cleaning up debris still left behind.  Battling extreme heat and humidity, the group cleared the property where an 86-year old 
woman lived until just days before the storm when she fled the area.  A neighbor, speaking to the group while they were there, 
reported that the entire neighborhood was under 12 feet of water for over two weeks.  After working for two days in Missis-
sippi, the group moved on to New Orleans, LA.  Working only blocks from where levees had breached causing severe flooding 
throughout the city, the group worked in a neighborhood where some houses had not been touched since the storm.  Despite 
a flight cancellation causing the group to drive to Chatham from Philadelphia, the trip was an extraordinary success and each 
member of the group made a significant contribution to the ongoing relief efforts in the region.  The trip, sponsored by St. 

Christopher’s Church, was organized by Ilene Bendas, Director of Children, Youth & Families at St. Christopher’s.  
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The Chatham Police Department has partnered with the Chatham 
Senior Center in a cell phone collection program.  Used cell 
phones are now being collected and will be sent out to be repro-
grammed as “Emergency 911 Phones”.  An emergency 911 
phone is a cell phone that is programmed to only call 911.  In some 
cases a home telephone is the only means of communication that 
an elder or disabled person may have.  An emergency 911 cell 
phone can be a significant benefit to ensuring their safety in an 
emergency.  Emergency 911 cell phones can also be provided to 
victims of domestic or family violence and can be an important link 
to emergency personnel.  In addition to providing emergency cell 
phones to those who may need them, the cell phone collection 
program encourages unused cell phones to be recycled in an envi-
ronmentally safe way.  If you have an unused cell phone at home, 
please consider donating it to the collection program.  In addition 
to being able to provide emergency cell phones to members of our 
community, we will receive money for each phone collected.  The 
money can then be returned to the community for various com-
munity initiatives.  Cell phone collection boxes can be found at the 
Chatham Police Department on Depot Rd., the Chatham Senior 
Center on Stony Hill Rd., the Chatham Board of Health office on 
George Ryder Rd. or the Chatham Community Center on Main St. 

Standing L-R; Sara McCabe, 
Chatham Fire Dept Para-

medic Lt. Vi Fellman, Kathe-
rine McMahon, Brittany Lan-
glois, Chatham Youth Direc-
tor Sharon Powell, E.J. Corb, 
Jillian Donovan, Eli Williams, 
Colin Ryan, Cody Cagnina. 

 Front row L-R; Chatham Police 
Officer William Massey, St. 

Christopher’s Church Youth 
Director & Trip Coordinator 

Ilene Bendas, St. Christo-
pher’s Church Assistant 

Rector, The Rev. Gail Smith, 
Lillian Terry-Welsh. 

Dispatchers On Duty 
Dispatchers are the nerve 

center of any police depart-
ment, fielding both emer-
gency and non-emergency 
calls, dispatching officers, 
and assisting members of 

the public both on the tele-
phone as well as in person.  
The Chatham Police De-
partment is pleased to in-

troduce two new dispatch-
ers that have completed 

their training and are cur-
rently serving the town.  

We are excited to welcome 
Jeanine Meehan and Meghan 
Riley aboard as dispatchers 
and wish them well in their 

new duties. 

 

The Chatham Police Department 
strongly encourages all homeowners 
and business owners to register their 

home or business with the police 
department.  In the event that police 

officers need to respond to your 
home or business and it becomes 

necessary to contact someone in an 
emergency or if an officer discovers 
your home unsecured, or in need of 
other attention, it is extremely help-
ful for your contact information to 
be available to us.   Please stop by 

the police department and pick up a 
form that you can complete and then 
return at your convenience.  Provid-

ing  this information will help us 
continue to give you the best level of 

police service possible. 

Hurricane Katrina Fast Facts 

• Landfall, Gulf Coast - Aug 29, 2005 

• Highest wind gust - 175 MPH 

• 52,000 staying in shelters on Aug. 31 

• 76,000 staying in shelters on Sept. 1 

• Estimated damage - $81 Billion 

• Estimated loss of life - 1,836 

• Number of people still missing - 705 

• Volunteers since Katrina - 1,150,000 

Crime Prevention Corner  

Emergency Only- 911 

(508) 945-1213 

127 Depot Rd. 

Chatham, MA  02633 
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